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THE APOSTOLICAL METHOD OF PREACHING 
THfi GOSPEL. 



A SERMON, 



U. Cor. III. 12. '' Seeing THEN that we have suqr hope, 

Yit USE GREAT PLAINNESS OF SPEECH/' 



^Ir HEN required by this Society to 
prepare an Address for the present occasion, my 
thoughts were naturally directed to the circum- 
stances of those young men, ^ho, with a view to 
the ministry of the Gospel, are pursuing their 
studies, under its patronkge,and who receive the 
instruction of my honoured friend the pastor of 
this church and congregation. Havingto address 
myself chiefly to them, and seeking for a subject 
congenial with their taste and pursuits, it occur- 
red to me that none woiild be more so, than the 
best method of preaching ; and that no pattern 
could be exhibited more worthy of their regard, 
than the practice of the Apostles. It is Incon- 
ceivable that any preachcfrs of the Gospel could 
possess superior qualifications, and we know that 



none were mor6 successful.. It therefore becomes 
those who would be able and useful ministers 
of the New Testament, to study these examines; 
as far as possible, to ascertain the sentiments^and 
to imitate the conduct of these great preachers. 
Most of them had been educated af the feet- of 
Christ; all of them hd,d imbibed his spirit, 
and were replenished by large communications 
* of his grace. They conducted their ministry, 
with his example fresh in their minds ; and were 
constantly impelled and guided by his imme- 
diate influence. By him, their very words were 
suggested, and. " grice was poured "into their 
lips.^* In proportion then as we enter into their 
views, we shall be wise to win souls ; and as 
we adopt their method, we shall rightly and 
effectually distribute the word of truth. The 
opinions and practice of the Apostles on this 
subject, may be collected from many passages ' 
of their writings, and amongst others from the 
text, which, in few words, furnishes complete 
information. The Apostle Paul, speaking on 
behalf of himself and his brethren, informs us : 

I. That in their ministry, they used great 
freedom of address j and 

IL Why this method of preaching was em^ 
ployed* 



" la the first place ; the Apostles used " great 
phdiHiess of speech/- No qualities, axe mpre 
, admired in the intercourse of social life, than 
candour and ingenuousness; they h^ve universal 
mffirage in their f^^vour; and all profess to 
exercise theiH* However far the practice of 
the generality may be from their profession, no 
one will withhold the tribute of applause ; and 
deceit is never so successful, as when it assumes^ 
the guise of simplicity and openness. There 
are, however, those, who will contend for the 
necessity of occasionally dissembling in civil 
afi^xs : but no one wi|l be found to advocate 
the cause of insincerity in the engagements of 
Ae Chris^an. Ministry. No one \!rould be bold 
enough to say, that circumstances can. possibly 
arise, to justify the use of concealment or dis- 
guise in the pulpit : but you will allow me to 
observe to you, 

• 1. T?iat^ concerning thi$ acknowledged and 
indispensable requisite^ there have been many 
mistakes; and some things have been adopted 
"which ought carefully to be avoided^ You will 
find preachers, who, pretending to " use great 
plainness of speech,^' allow themselves the 
practice of great vulgarity. If they have 
a subject to illustrate, they introduce the 
most familiar and low allusions^ such as a^e 



calculated (o excite anly gross and disgust- 
ing ideas ; and affirm that the matter is made 
very plain, wheUr in feet it Is degraded and 
debased. They are careful to select and 
use the coarsest language; and make plain« 
ness of speech to consist in local and vulgar 
phrases. It is by no means uncommon that 
their manner is exceedingly rude and overbears 
ing ; they deal much in personalitiesi ; and seem; 
desirous, chiefly, to irritate and incense some 
obnoxious individuals. Tor introduce the names 
of parties and persons, is a favourite custom ;. 
and this is seldom done in a way of commenda* 
tion. The mere statemiBut sbew^y how vexj 
difjferent tA\ this is, fcom the conduct of the. 
Apostles. These things not only fail to do 
good; they create much evil. Many of the 
hearers will be disgusted ; and perhaps by that 
disgust be prevented from resorting to those . 
places where they would receive wholesome 
instruction ; while tbpse who, b^ the eccen* 
tricity of the preacher ^u^ indiiced to remain, 
will have their attention diverted from proper 
objects, and occupied entirely by the odd say*' 
ings of hin^ who addresses them* Such preachers 
never communicate just representations of reU*! 
gion ; and thus mislead those whom they under^ 
take to guide^ How differently the Apostles 
thought and actedi is evid^tit from passageiEt 
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such as these: '^ wIeohi we preach, iraming 
ever3r ikuhi, and teadiing e^ery man m all wis* 
dom; thatweiaajr present every manp^ecl 
in Chris* Jesus*/- ^In meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves ; if God per- 
adventiore will give them repentanee to the 
aohncmledgnig of the truth s^' and ^^ giving 
none ofifenee in any thii^ that the ministry be 
not blamed.'^ 

There is a -species rf vulgarity in which these 
men delight, which is ef sufficient importance^ 
to justify a separate mention, and to which it 
would be unjust to appropriate any term of 
censure less than buffoonery^ Under this term 
I iftchide every thing ludicrous in word » ges- 
tttre. Ccffttpared.with this, other improprieties 
of the pulpit heeeme almost pardonable* l%anr 
this nothing is more inconsistent and censurable^ 
It is inconsistent, because nothing can be more^ 
serious than the Goq^t ; or more solemn, 
than the engagentents of him, whose office it is^ 
to announce the way oi salvatioo to p^ridiing: 
sinners* It is deeply censurable, because it is 
awfully irreverent to God; and betrays a shames/ 
ful indifierence to the destiny of those that hear* 
If it occur but seldom, it is to be kmented ; it*' 
it be a prevailing characteristic, it is to be' 
abhqiTed. Should any of you unhappily adc^ 



dijAiiiished : for that which Mthm combined and 
well directed is ^uiok and powerful; ^tts dif- 
Aised and threwa at rMfMlom, becomes eom- 
jparntively powerless. It will be well for those 
who follow the advice which is given toTimethy, 
<^ Study to show thyself $p|Aroved unto God, s 
wwktnan that ifeedeth not to be ashamed, 
jr^tly dividing the word of trutk'' 

To this may be added, but not with equal 
censure, a prq[>ensity to superfliious and exces- 
sive ddinitioris bxj^ explanations. This, though 
a mistaken practice, may arise from the purest 
and best motiveis. To be understood in preach* 
ii^ is essential j without this, a maji had better 
not preach, because in all probability he is 
oc^pying the place of one that would be intel- 
ligible: but a desire to be understood, mttj 
carry us too far, and counteract our very pur- 
pose* There are scrnie things which cannot pos^ 
sibly be explmmed by us; dimply because God 
has not explained them to us* Tbe universal 
Sovereign has a ri^t, without furnishing an ex- 
planation, to demand our faith in doctrines which 
he has undoubtedly taught. This right he has 
exercised; and therefore every attempt to define 
what God has simply decliured to exist, must 
be fruitless and injurious. With respect to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, for instance, how many 
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^fiSigetom errors, and unhallowed passions^ have 
urisen iroTpck the pretended explanations of men* 
The Scriptures declare that,, the Father is Go4 
r-th^ Word is God—the Comforter is God— and 
^at there is but one God. We have the best 
possiy e. reaspn for believing this } for God hath 
Revealed it ; but if we wish to know " how 
these things can be,*V we shall ;SUrelj be disap- 
pointed. This knowledge is not necessary^ 
QT it would have been afforded} and every 
attempt ^t explanation, has but exposed human 
ignorance and fplly ; while almost incurable 
heresies and distractions have arisen in the 
church. 

Some things are already so plain, as not 
to admit of beipg rendered naore so ; and 
.ihi^refore every attempt at explanation tends 
0nly to obscure. The subjects proper for 
explauation are, those which consist of several 
^Donstitu^t parts» which being reduced to their 
jslmple elements, become intelligible; or those 
which are represented by obscure and unusual 
terms, and which, by the use of a Y^ord or 
mxads of more familiar signification, may be 
more easily understood. .Where neither of these 
occurs, it is worse than waste of time to offer 
explanations. 

c 
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It frequently happens^ that a subject id 
much beclouded by the very nature arid terms 
of thd definition, which is harder to be under- 
stood than what is professedly explained. When 
a doctrine is to be illustrated^ instead of giving 
a simple and scriptural enumeratioii of its 
characteristics and properties ; the- hearers are 
involved in a series of metaphysical obscuri». 
ties. As an example, take the term Faith ; 
than which no subject has been more obscared 
by this kind of definition. To this may be 
ascribed, the great variety of opinion which 
prevails concerning its im|)ort; which might 
have been, to a very considerable degree at 
least, prevented, by avoiding the dark sayipgs 
of human invention, and substituting a simple 
statement of the explanations which the Si^rip- 
tures afford. If you attempt to define it philo- 
sophically, you become, infallibly, mysterious 
and unintelligible. Indeed the very circum- 
stance of its having been the si^ject of so much 
scholastic definition, and difference of sentiment, 
lias an injurious tendency: fpr many, hearing 
^f this, perplex theitiselves by supposing it 
necessary to possess these definitions ; and take 
for granted that the word Faith, in the^^New 
Testament, has a^ meaning very peculiar and 
abstruse, and which it is almost impossible to 
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ascertain. If we adhere to the Scriptures, we 
may e:5^pect.that the effect of our ministry will 
reiie^mble that of the Aportle at Philippi, when 
he replied to the eager inquiry of him who said, 
♦'Sirs, what must I do to be saved?'* Our 
hearers too» will understan4 themeaping of the 
term, and rgoice in the salvation with which it 
is cQuni^etpd. 

, It is often very laudable ^nd even necessary, 
to furnish much illustration, and to exhibit a 
subject in various poiiits of view, in order that 
it may be. seen on all sides, .^nd completely 
understood : but we are not to suppose that 
this i^ to be without limit or restraint. It is 
possible tp ?^ccuinulate illustration?, until the 
hearer^ lo$fe the knowledge which at one perio^ 
pf the discourse they possessed, and which tl^ey 
would have retained, had the preacher known 
^d obse]:vVed the point at which to ^top. To 
fdlsuch,is very applicable, the text which says, 
*5 Who is this that darkeneth counsel, by words 
without knowledge ?*' 

The next observation to which I would 
request yoijr attentiop, is, . 

2. Thaty ta true jphinness ofspeech^ there are 
some essential previous qualifications. No man 
can use plaihuess of speech,unless he understand 
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the subject he proposes to discuss. If he be 
defective in this respect, his notions will be 
confused and obscure, his language without 
information, and his preaching consequently 
ineffectual. It is one of the most evident of 
truths, that no one can give what he does not 
possess : he, tlierefore, who is destitute of clear 
and precise ideas, cannot communicate th^m to 
his hearers. To fail here, is to want the first 
requisite ; and nothing else, however desirable 
and necessary in connection with it, can supply 
the deficiency. This knowledge cannot be 
acquired without diligent study; which dili* 
gence should be employed chiefly on the holy 
scriptures ; because they are the i;^pository of 
all the topics on which yqu have to treat, an4 
of all the meara to which you are to have 
recourse, for the purpose* of conviction and 
conversion. That student is best informed, 
who knows wost of his bible ; and he who 
preaches most scripturally, preaches most ex^ 
cellentlyt From this treasury, the preacher, as 
well as the private christian, is thoroughly furi- 
wished tP every good word and work. 

This diligent application you will not always 
find of easy performance. Many temptations to 
forsake the laboriious path of learning, will pre- 
sent themselves : but you are aware that your 
duty and advantage urge you to overcome thetti 
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^L In the Apostolic age, when iniraculoui gifts 
almost superseded the necessity of reading and 
itudy, the Apostle gave Timothy this exhorta« 
tion, *< negteet not the gift that is in thee:" and 
ever since that period, the pursuit and acquisi^ 
tion of i:nowledge, have been indispensably re^ 
quisifejto eminence in the ministry of the gospeK 
Those of you who, are possessed of quick and 
li^nely parts, will find it highly necessary to.b^ 
on yt>ur guard against <^e Wasteful tendencies 
of ne^igence and procrastination : for the com* 
paratively easy and rapid manner in which you 
conquer difficulties^ may eai^Iy become a snares 
As to succeed, you need only apply: yoii will bd 
in danger of buffering thatvfacility, to produce a 
want of unremitted application j without which^ 
nb considerable degree of valuable knowledge 
Can be acquired. The quickest and most capa* 
ciousmind, unless replenished by study, having 
no resources, is soon exhausted and reduced 
to repetitions ; and thus, you may convert the 
very powet of acquiring knowledge re^ily. Into 
the cause of your ignofancet If th« intellect 
be ntore slow and tardy in its operations; this 
also, without circumspection, may operate un- 
favourably. Rnding it very difficult to possess 
yourselves of the information before you, you 
may be discouraged, ^4 tempted to abandoQ 
the pursuit* To this, you are by 99 meant 
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called. Your being here, is proof that the 
society ha« evidence of your labouring under 
no absolute incapacity ; and it is very uncertaot 
that quick parts are to be preferred to those 
which are slow. We are always most tenacioug 
of that which we procure with the greatest 
difficulty ; and, therefore, if you acquire know-^ 
ledge less easily, you wiU retain it more effec- 
tually. The man of yiVacity forgets, and has 
to learn over ag^in.; while you, having onca 
learnt, value ^hat cost you so much piuns, too 
highly to let it slip. Besides, the very time 
occupied to gain it, gives it deeper root in the 
mind ; and, therefore, it may be a question, if 
on the whole, the man of lively parts doesnot 
labour more for the possession of a given degree 
of lasting knowledge, than he who is more sloni^r 
At any rate, it is very possible that the tardiness 
wliich you lament, may be your unspeakable 
advantage* 

All your acquii:ements, however, will be un- 
availing, unless they include a considerable ac- 
quaintance with human nature. Aa^your office 
is to enlighten and persuade men, it will be 
necessary for you, to possess some competent 
knowledge of their ignorance, prejudices, and 
depravity; to ascertain the very quality and 
measure of their deficiencies and expesses; wiil^ 
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:^the process best ads^t^dta their remov^. You 
will have to explore all^ the avenues to the 
understanding and the heart ;^to detect and . 
unravel sdl the sophistry and artifice, by which 
men ju^ify their crimes, emblazon their vices, 
and exclude tlie light of truth. You will have 
to study fit topics and seasons; when to advance 
dir.ctly, wlien circuitously, and when to make 
a temporary retreat. To none does there open, 
a field of knowledge so wide and so varied, as to 
the christian minister. Man is a being singularly 
constructed, and placed in singular circum- 
stances, holding a kind of middle rank, between 
the Angds who have retained their innocence, 
and those who are fallen from their original 
elevation and purity ; the preacher, therefore, 
should know how to adapt his discourses to all 
the peculiarities of his hearers. To him, the 
knowledge of human nature, is like the know- 
ledge c^ his materials to the artificer and manu- 
facturer; without which, all expectation of 
success would be ridiculous. 

How shall this be obtained ? In part by the 
cultivation of* familiar intercourse with mankind, 
and especially with your own congregation.— 
Every opportunity unforbidden by prudence and 
discretion, should be embraced, to see men near, 
ctnd in all their varieties j to observe the jsamemeii 



iti ifarious ctrcuinstaiices; and how tlie samepas- 
fiions work in different men. Abave aU» study 
your own hearts^ they will furnish you with the 
most effectual means of understanding human 
nature in its parin<^iples and motives* Instructive 
as the lives of others are^ no book is. so Qgen t^ 
you as your own hearts* By observation^ mxi^h 
may be learnt ; but you will be liable to many 
mistakes, and much will remain very ob$cure: by 
reflection", you are admitted into the very secret 
ipf your nature* It is true the varieties of th^ 
human character, areas numerous as those of 
^e human counfenancej yet the nature smd 
priginal propensities are the same in all. ^' J^^ 
in water, face answereth to. face ; so tlie heart 
of man to man/' You will find, that to be 
j^lways alone, or to be always in society, are 
isqually injurious to the christian ministry. Peiy 
]ietual solitude would be like a division of tlie 
link which unites you to your kind : always in 
society, you would lose the habit of reflection^ 
and the opportunity of improving the results of 
your observation. The knowledge of the mere 
man of study is useless, because . inapplicatile : 
that of the man who never retires, is equally 
useless, because it remains unapplied^ 

To induce you to employ your kno'^ledge t9 
good purpose, it is necessary to have a lively 
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ledin^, o{ihe vast importance of the truths you 
pr^ose to enforce. It accords with comnion 
observation, that we succeed best in those 
things which ha^ne most qf. our hearts ; this is 
eminently true in the preaching of the GospeL 
If we do not feel, and feel stron^y, we inay 
jnform, but cannot aflfect. Our statements of 
^vajagelical truth, may be exceedingly orthodox, 
but will not reach the heart : and as the heart is| 
the great object, our preaching will be in vain. 
In order to succeed in this respect, it will be 
necessary, assiduously to cultivate personal reli- 
gion. I need not here enlarge, on this, as a fun- 
damental pre-requisite to ministerial qualifica- 
tions ; this principle has been adopted, and is 
acted on by this society, who have wisely deter- 
ipined to educate for the christian n^inistry, no 
one, who shall not have given credible evidence 
of his own conversion to God. Nothing, indeed, 
would be mojre incongruous and absurd, than to 
appoint unbelievers to invite others to the faith 
of the Gospel. You are perfectly aware that it ill 
becomes, the christian preacher especially, to be 
content with a liioderate degree of piety : should 
he be so, there is reason to fear he is mistaken in 
supposing he has any. Were you to consider 
the subject only professionally, you would find 
powetful motives to cultivate a devotional frame 
of iiiind* This will make you feel tenderly 



4ii(! strongly, and to experience bdibre-Hatid 
those emotions which ycJu desire t6 excite in 
your hearers* If, therefore, you considered 
bnly eflect, the grekt test of elo^uelic^, yoU 
Would see and acknowledge th^ propriety of 
4K1S practice* But you are swayed by libBler 
liiotives. The desire of yoUr hidatts is, ** to 
Watch in all things, to endute afiiittibns, td dcT 
the work of an evangelist, to make fiitl probf of 
your niiiiistfy," in order that, at the end, each 
df you may say, *^ 1 h'aVe fought a gOdd fight,: 
I have finished mycoutse, Ihavekejil the faith: , 
Iieiiceforth thei^e is laid tip for me, a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, th^ righteous 
judge, shall give me at thsit day ; and not to? 
me only, but iintt) all them also that Ifcfve his 
appestring/^ The more yott hate ^in, the more 
faithfully and expressivelj^ will you depict its^ 
horrid deformity : the iribrg >^oulove Christ, in 
the more winning maiiiler will you publish his 
excellency and glory : the more ytJU ifeel on your 
own escape from hell, the iftore aldttningly will 
you point to the yawniiig giilpti: the mbre 
elevated you are while you anticipate the joys 
of heaven, the more glowing atid brilliant will 
he yaur description^ of the bliss and lustre of 
the place* Thus shall you latour itibst eftec- 
tually to excite in others, diife hopeS and fears, 
joys and sorrows; and thus shall you **save 
yourselves, and them that hear you/* 
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It \j*bfe proper PQ^sr to oifer some suggpsr- 
tion§ 

3* Q^ pke Tfieans wjierel^ plainness of speech 
7n(^ Ifc attained. 

4^ t\^ fpundation of this, be careful that 
wfaft^t yop preach is t|ie Gp^pel. Scrupulously 
^yoidf pr^phipg yitb a 4esirp to obt^ajn 4istinc- 
tipij^ l^y the, singularity of ypur opinions, the 
-^perfprity.pf your talents, or any thing that 
is c^i^lated to attract attention to yourself, 
iii4t#a4 cf your message. . Never substitute for 
thie iGospel, ^tjy philosophical questions or 
k^mm systeps.. Preach th^ Gospel of the 
Njsw T^sj^ni^i^ which .our Lord me^nt when 
hp said,/' go yp iifto alj the world, and preach 
tl}§ Gospel py every creature.-* You have no 
ttght to^laioj the sanction of Jesus Christ, for 
t\kfi^ coqc^ning which. he gavp no commission, 
I^|; ycfuf pfp^^hing comprise all the Gospel^ 
By tlus^ it i& npt at all intende4 tha^ you should 
cf Qwd yqur wholp system of divinity into every 
^rPIQP J tQ ^Q which, would be directly the 
reyewe of ^ pHinnesg of speeph:' but let no 
^^rt hatrp undue prorr^nenc^, and let none be 
reserye4 or faintly pressed. In the course of 
your ministry, you will introduce the whole of 
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"that faith which was once delivered to the 
saints f * and earnestly contend, not merely foif 
certain favourite points; but for all which it 
includes. You will remember, that to preach 
the Gospel partially, no more deserves to be 
called preaching the Gospel, than shewing 
some of the materials, deserves to be called 
exhibiting a building. The Apostle deduces 
his acquittal of being accessary to the ruin of 
his hearers, from nothing short of this fiwst, 
that he had not shunned to cieelare all the 
counsel of God. Let your preaching contain 
only the Gospel, Disappoint not them who 
" as neAv born babes, desire the sincere milk of 
the word, that they may grow thereby *y- and 
let it be your determination to know nothing 
but Christ Jesus, and him crucified. This 
caution will not be deemed unnecessary 5 for, 
from the Apostolic age to the present, there 
has been a bmentable propensity to connect 
with the Gospel, human devices and traditions. 
You wuU do well^ to refrain from fc^owing 
the steps of any of those who have already for- 
saken the simplicity and purity of the Gospel ; 
and at the same time t(^ use circumspection, 
lest you slide intasome new' path. Observing 
these things, use "great plalnipiess speech.** 
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As I am addressing persons who are engaged 
in studying the holy scriptures through th^ 
languages by which, they were delivered, there 
will be no impropriety in offering one word 
on the rendering of our text. The word used 
Jjy the Apostle*, though it undoubtedly in- 
cludes what we generally understand by plain-; 
ness of speech, appears not to be fully Ixansi 
iated by it; besides, our version is not en* 
tirely free from ambigiaty. In order to underw. 
stand its import^ we may refer to other passages^ 
in which the same word is used,' as " he spake 
that saying openl;y ;" *^ if thou be the Christ tell 
VLsplainh/;*^ ** then said Jesus unto them plainltf^ 
Lazarus is dead j'* *' his disciples said unto him, 
lo! now speakest thou plamhf^ and usest no 
proverb/* From all these it appears, that- the ; 
word is used in a sense directly opposite to 
enigma, parable, and allegory, and implies the 
complete absence and destitution of all conceal* 
ment, reserve, or equivocation. In this way 
the Gospel was preached by the Apostles, who 
are offered as examples to you. To <jemv 
prise the whole in one word, it may be said,-^ 
preach the Gospel ev^mgelically. You know,' 
that it is possible to recite evangelical truths 
correctly, without preachiilg in the strain 
and spirit of the Gospel. It will be your con* 
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pera^ however? tb^tyoniFpreachit^gpossess^ as 
pefirly a^ pp^si}|l(s, ^l ^he charaptericftics of that 
WQr4 which 13, pipphatically, " good news." In 
lird«r Ito <^i#t 

. Vffiwh 1)he G<9sp^li^o%^<2^^^> iifrji};hout hesitar 
tion ; ^9 entertawmg not th» sligl^^^t suspicioii 
of itti infallibility. You iviU wt suppose that if; 
it inlra^ed to adyi^e y^^ii to uttef jpoar own sen- 
iim^ts^f tli^ QfM^p^l ift la qp^^^t and dogma- 
^al mmu^9 a? if ywr wews >vej:e beyond the 
pp$^;i];>ilit;y of ?Frpr : p|^ tjie coptr?ury, you are 
to refer PYCTy tHpglp the text of the Gospel^ 
93 tb^ lA«^t 9^p|^4; ftpd to hay^ no confidence 
in ypur f^inionfi^ up}jgfif$ thpy manifestly possess 
this ^ianptipn. ^^ypu ^0 not to transfer, either 
4irP^y or indirectjiy, the ^libiUty of man to 
ttiewp^dpf G^d, Yqu wiUneyer^ for a moment, 
^ym appear t^ hv'mg in question it$ authen^ 
l4city : ^ut Qivei:Y if^ord itx|4 action will eviucje, 
your ^^h^^t3tipg r^lij^nce on f the word of the 
tru^ pf tb^ Gos^^eU' '^ If tk& fonndatians be 
dest^ypfi, wl»a^ qiifi ihp rightpous do ?'' The 
Apostles, 2wbp9e prap^ce it was to prove their 
^^tr^^ jfrotn the wp^ of (jod, always as-. 
^umf49 if^ tho coqipl^est manner, ite suf«* 
i^j^cy 4^n4 4iviQe authority; ^nd ypu will never 
hp^ta|;p to ^^t9: ypur, Yoice with that of him 
who said, " I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 



ChriiJt : for ft is the pdii^er of God tiAtb «alvai 
tion, to everj one that bfeli^veth. ■ * 

Preslch the Go^el tmtescrveSfy ; l«t fiolShihg hH 
confcealed or extenttated. You wfll make yottf 
sermotiS fkithftd expositions of ybwtextiJjahd lidt 
discourses formed to the taste ofjom kddhiik^j^ 
You will not refrain frotn ilrtrodti6ing Snd pr^ss^ 
ing* peculiar atid iitipoiHtattt dbt^rineS; bebaii^ 
they may be nnacde^taWe io some of yoitr Nefftr^ 
ers; always remembering thsitssr^ittgof the A|k>S>^ 
tie, ^* necessity is laid upon mej yea, woe is unto 
me if I preach not the Gospel j*' arid hfe^rifig the 
Toice of the Lord to the pn^htt EzekitJ^ •^thcNi 
i^alt speak iny wdtds imtdtbi^^ wheth^ihe/ 
w;ll hear, or whether tsh^y ^H» foirbe«ft** tti^ 
short, however desirous ydfi ititgy be, t<^ i^l€tf8& 
as well ^s instruct ; m yottf' {^^reachiiig y^u wift 
imitate the Divine Being himself, with whWfe 
there is no respect of persons. Ybur s^rmdn^ 
will be very explicit j. so that iHihottt wilM 
inattention, it shall be iiftposklble to ihisuiidt^w 
stand you. To use ambiguOas and VagfUe e%pt^%^ 
sibns ; to disguise your teal tipirii«m/by the use 
of getferal terms, or Wetda fb which yoH a^tkefa 
a different meaning from Uutt which they com* 
monly bear ; or to addpt any method of diiiu 
miilation ; is most unworthy oi your office^ and 
fatal to the legitieft^e eiid dud design of th« 
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. .Christian ministry^ Let it be yours, solicitously 
to avoids the guilt and condemnation, of them 
who " handle the word of God deceitfully/* In 
pider to this^ regard the admonitions given by 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles to his own 
son in .the faith, ^•I charge thee, therefore, 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
$hall judge the quick and the dead at his appear- 
ing and his kingdom ; preach the word ; be in^ 
stant in season, out of season ; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine." 

Preach the Gospel {iffscUonatebf ; in the very 
spiiit which the Gospel breathes* It was sent 
by Him who is love, as the result and expression 
of his owfi nature. The Apostle calls it ^' the 
ministry of reconciliation/-*' It had its origin in 
love ; in love it is constituted; it werksby love j 
and wherever it takes efiect, there all animosity 
and discord are extinguished, and harmony and 
love have place. Not to preach the Gospel 
aflfectionately, then, is not to preach it evangel- 
ically. If you desire to succeed in your ministry, 
you will industriously cultivate an affectionate 
i^irit ; without whith, you will do little good. 
Youmaydarm,butyou\yillnotpersuade; andyou 
wiU eohfirmmore prejudices by austerityof man- 
ner, than you can remove by power of argument. 
To preach affectionately, by no means excludes 
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those topics which are of an alarming nature : 
on the contrary, it will enable you to introduce 
them more effectually. Let it be evident that 
you love the souls, and desire the 'welfare of 
men ; and even they who are not yet disposed 
to follow your advice, will listen with some 
degree of complacency. If your maimer be 
severe, they will impute what you say to ill- 
nature, and either disregard or resent it : but 
they cannot refuse a hearing to the man who 
evidently, with disinterestedness and affection, 
labours for their good. You will thus gain 
.their attention, and make way to their hearts, 
which will furnish the opportunity of speaking 
in the plainest manner, truths in general dis- 
agreeable and revolting; and from which other- 
wise they would turn away. You know, such 
are the dispositions of most men, that they will 
.bear the severest rebukes from those in whom 
.they know love is the motive; while they would 
resent the slightest insinuation from others. 
.Here we, are furnished with a perfect example 
in the person of the Lord himself, whose 
benevolence was without a shade, and which, 
beaming from his countenance and action, 
thawed the icy hearts of the officers sent to 
apprehend him by the iniquitous rulers of the 
•Jews* 
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Preach the Gospel earnestly. True erangdics^ 
affection has iiothing weak, yielding, or inam- 
mate; it perfectly consists witli the j^eateat 
Ijarnestness and even vehemence. Indeed j ai 
affectionate heart will most dispose to earnest- 
ness of manner. Assistance, fkintly oflfer^d, 
9nd easily repelled, gives litde evidence of 
genuine and strbhg afffection. Wlien a numbet 
of blind men are approaching the edge of a 
lofty precipice ; merely to mention their danger, 
would argue very little concern for their safety. 
The man who sees his feflow-cfeatures iri danger 
of hell, and is employed to warn them to flee 
from the wrath to come ; if he cared oniv to 
discharge the letter 6f iiis commission, ' by 
delivering his message, w^uld betray great 
want of aflfection for their souls. This wiH not 
be your Case ; you will not merely deliver-your 
message; you will labour earnestly for its suc- 
cess. There are many tl\iTtrgs which words vnk 
inadequate to describe, and whicii are conveyed 
by tones and gestures ; thus, while yon Are 
urged by an intense desire for the sanation 'c*f 
sinners, the very earnestness of your manner, 
will render intelligible, what "is beyond the 
power of words to represent. ^ 

In the exercise of your ministry, it wffl. he 
needfM 'to prepare yourselves to encounter 
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ina&y difficulties* .^me you wiU $nd in your^ 
a©lf«S} some wilt meet you from without,-^ 
Those withioy wiUamey chiefly^from unworthy 
Ibars and false compassion. Sometimes your 
dfity will require you tp ^ use great plainness of 
^peeeh/ when your feelings operate in a cour 
trary direction* This freedom of address may 
oppose your temporal interest and comfort, by 
offending those who are able^ and at present 
willing, to, contiribute to both- A powerful 
temptation may thus be formed on the side of 
jour fears ^it need il0t be said^ that it imist be 
fesisted and overcome. To obey the dictatesr 
of duty, will be e^ctren^ly dillH^ult, \then the 
appeafl is to your compassion^ When? you find 
yerspnd iB a ^akn and settled st^te of mind, 
liftving peace within^ and feeling cQf»pkcently 
tcrwa^ds aUniankind i when life ii>i pleasing^ aqd 
iltatfe i» ^Entieipatdd without dismay ; hawpain* 
ffdtobe coni>ltrai{led, to disturb tlu^f^lm, to 
bfeak this peace, to interrupt tl»cse Enjoyments. 
Yet M this freqtiently amounts to-nothing more 
Ihaii cten^ seeuidty, the result of ignorance and 
f f id^, and the destruction of which is essential 
|o th^r sal^alicm ; you will find necessity laid 
lipon you> to use that plainness of speech 
wbieh is required to dispel the enchantment^ 
^ven though it should be succeeded by grief 
and terror. The difficulty wiU considerably 
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increase, when such cases occur in the course 
of your visits to the side. Then,' when calm- 
ness is so important in every respect ; when the 
disease of the body is augmented by every 
degree of mental agitation ; when the feeble 
and sinking frame awakenfs all the softer feelings 
of your hearts, while surrounding friends, by 
looks of tenderness, anguish, and alarm, suppli- 
cate your forbearance ; you will need- all your 
fortitude, and all your love for souls. 

As you proceed, you will meet with perpetual 
instances of stupidity and inattention ; and 
frequently will you have to lament the con- 
sequent inefficacy of your labours. This is 
not at all wonderful, when we consider the 
singular occupation of the christian preaeher» 
He is sent, to offer spiritual inducements t^ 
carnal minds ; to invite the slaves of sense to 
relinquish th^ present seen for the future un» 
seen ; to dissuade men, generally, from the 
practices in which they most delight ; and to 
exhort every individual to divorce himself from 
his bosom, and darling propensities. That 
difficulties should occur, is therefore perfectly 
natural; and all our consolation arises from 
this, *^ the things which ai'e impossible with 
men, are possible with God." To arm your- 
fielves against the disicouragements connected 



ijtiih these difficulties ; and to prevent the 
enervating and beniimming effects of despond* 
ency ; remember you are the instruments and 

fellow workers of God, who will care for the 

« 

fiuc^cess of his own word j your engagements, 
aie of the most serious nature ; and of them 
you have a most solemn account to render. It 
is true' the ignorance, indifference^ and callous- 
ness of men, are beyond your control ; but 
beware lest the charge of any part of them be 
laid upon you. Let no man be careless, because 
you are idle ; let no man be igijorant, becaluse 
you withhold information; let no heart be 
hard; because your are unfeeling. 

It remains .now,, that we consider in the 
second {^ace, , 

II. The reason which the Apostle assigns 
fpr tbe.employment of this method of preaching. 

*f Seeing then that we have such hope, we 
use great plainness of speech.'* He ascribes it 
to the very nature of the Gospel, which abso- 
lutely requires this method, and to whiqh no 
other would be., cppganial. , Whenever the 
Apostlg is called upon to illustrate the nature 
and properties of the Gospel, he .delights to 
do it by a comparison with the Jaw : to which 



he evm€6s ito decided superiority. Af^^ if ik 
were not sufficiently to its honour, that it un* 
speakably surpai^ses the wisest aad best humaa 
system; he declares that it greatly excds, a 
dispensation which also has God fbr its author^ 
l^ut lyhich, as it was npt designed for |«Jirposes 
^f equal m<^oient^ was not fiiumiriaed with equal 
^idiilcatioDs. , In the connesimi of the text^ 
he pursuea this mode <rfiUilsbfatio;ri. Fi'oiii the 
undeniable glory of the law, wMch he stylet 
^ the ministration of death/ and which he tepfe^ 
saite as tailed after the resemblance of the 
&ce cxf Moses when, he descended fixym the 
mount ; he argues the superior lustre of the 
Gospel, which is ^ the ministration of the Spirit/ 
mid where ail is entirety ulivaSed. - Tbe^having 
sqch hope, he considers sufficient to authorise 
and establish, the use of ** great plainness of 
sqpeeeh.'* For the stake of illnsbrstion^ we may 
divide Ite teaaoa of the ApmlMy isto the foU 
lowing particulars ; 

Wt use gteat |)lalEBn«9fi of specfdi, 

1^ Mmwis tkeGmpd has mdi^uMettmrns^ 
0fA Itimm regatd. . K pro«efcds from thfe Mos« 
Hi|^ J attd «0 every one, it say% « I have a 
flriesss^^ fmm God^ uftto thee/^ If the word of 
a king possesB atlthority and power; much 
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more the word of ^^ the blessed znd only Poten^ 
tate/* The Gospel reveals, :\diat othenrise 
could never have been discovered* It tells of 
^'heavenly things ;** uavails the transactioDs c^ 
the world of spirits; and manifests God in 
the flesh. It contains nothing of a trivial and 
unimportant nature ; nothing, the knowledge 
of which can be useless to men: bi^tisMiof 
^momentous realities. Ail its contents bear the 
stamp and sanction of p^riect truth : fiir ^niGtf 
page was inscribed under the superintendence 
of the Spirit of truth* liiereforje, t}io8e ;who 
rely oil it, cannot be deceived; and ail its 
declarations ^re to be admitted with most 
implicit faith. It has high interest, inasninch 
as it is sen authentic repository of the history 
and af&irsof men; concerning whom it records 
the mo^t remarkable and characteristic £icts; 
It declares to us the origin of our apostasy from 
God ; and' delineates its awful influence on th« 
children of men, in every generation. Its 
interest incomparably hei^tens, when we con- 
template it as the histoiy <rf the eperad^ftil of 
God, in the redemption ef the world. Here, 
we discover, "his purpose and gra<fe which 
was given us in Christ Jesus, beibre the^orld 
began j" we contemplate the grand machinery 
of the law, which formed but a part rf the 
prepafatioH for the accompii^ment of gfeat 
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and benevolent designs} we behold the coU'- 
cussion of the heavens and the earth, to make 
way for the ' Desire of all Nations* and the 
sudden appearance of the Lord in his Temple ; 
we trace the operations of Divine Grace, in the 
mission, sufferings, and exaltation of the eternal 
Son of God ; we are made present at the>efiu- 
* sion of the Holy Ghost, and hear him declare, 
that all these things testify the certainty of sal- 
vation to all them that believe^ 

Seeing, then, that the Gospel has the fullest 
evidence of its divine authority, evijdence so com- 
plete, that it is almost impossible to admit the 
honesty of the man who pretends to doubt it; that 
it is in every respect worthy of its Author, both as 
a divine production, aud as an instrument de- 
signed to operate on human beings; and that it 
is, on every account of the utmost importance 
to men; we preach it confidently. We dare 
not treat it as a human system, the, truth and 
.utiUty of which may be lawfully and even 
' laudably questioned : but always assert it as 
* the wisdom of God, and the power of God.' 

We use great plainness of speeph, . 

2. Because the Gospel was especially designed 
to do wvoay all concealment and obscvjrity. The 
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Apostle declares, that our Saviour Jesus Christ 
*'hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel/' The purpose of the law, 
was, to conceal much until the due time of 
revelation. It was designed that those who 
lived under that economy, should know many 
things J while of others they should remain 
ignorant. Enough was manifested for their 
salvation : but many of their desires remained 
unfulfilled. The vail was not removed; and 
therefore much still lay concealed. What they 
did see, made them eager to see more; pro* 
phets and righteous men vehemently desired 
to witness the day of Christ: but di^ unsa- 
tisfied. What was hid from them, is revealed 
unto us, and we have the congratulation of 
our Lord himself ; "blessed are your eyes for 
they see: and your ears for they hear. For 
verily I say unto you, that many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to see those things 
which ye see, and have not seen them ; and to 
hear those things which ye hear, and have not 
Jieard them/^ The purpose of the Gospel was 
to make all things known ; this purpose it ac- 
complishes ; therefore, there remains no pretext 
fpr ignorance, no cloke for sin. The Author 
and finisher of the faith of the Gospel, denomi- 
nates himsielf < the light of the world ;' and is 



is 

called by the man who was s^nt from God to 
testify concerning him, "the true light, Xvhichr 
lighteth every man that cometh into the W4)rld/^ 

There are systems, very beautifbl As a whole^ 
And in some particulars unexceptionable, Which 
yet have parts inferior in symmetry, grace, and 
worth. When such sytems, iare exhibited, it will 
be desirable, to give the greatest prominence to 
that which has least f o fear from inspection j 
and to withhold or disguise that which is defec- 
tive : but to act thus with respect to the Gospel, 
would be most injurious. It is excellent and 
beautiful altogether, and in all its parts ; there- 
fore, to conceal the smallest portion would be 
to diminish its splendour and effect. Like the 
church which it is designed ta form and to 
edify, it is a building fitly framed together: 
there is no deficiency j no excess. Every word 
of the truth is so necessary to the informatics 
and sanctification of mankind, that every degree 
of reserve ministers to ignorance and depravity. 
Your professed design, is the promotion of light 
and holiness amongst men; should you with- 
hold the minutest portion of the Gospel, you 
voujd become, to a- certain degree, the agents 
of darkness and of sin. " Seeing then that 
we have such hope,^' let us preach unreser- 
vedly. 
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In the course of your reading, youliarve found 
that the much admired systems of philosophy, 
prevalent in antiquity, were not intended for 
the common people^ The design of the philop- 
sophers seems to have been, not the geiuerai 
diffusion of knowledge; but the creation of a 
sect, that should know more than others* They 
were more gratified by the^' own superiority* 
than by the improvnexnent of their fellow crea- 
tures; therefore, they ^^dopted mysterious terms^ 
f ijd conversed chiefly with those who had al- 
leady become their disci^dea. Some things^ 
indeed, were communicated to the vulgar, in 
order that they might feel their inferiority tQ 
their sgges : but the higher branches of their 
systems were reserved for the faypured few. Iijt 
their esteem, knowledge was a tre^si^re tOQ 
precious; tQ be commonly distributed* Even 
the Legal Dispensation was not entirely destitute 
of these characteristics. The ceremonies ap^ 
pointed for original Hebrews, were more nu- 
merous, solemn, and magnificent, than those 
to which proselytes were admitted: and there 
were worshippers of the inner, and of the outer 
court. You will not suffer' yourselves to ima* 
gine, that in these, there is apy thing like a pre- 
cedent for the preaching of the Gospel. On the 
contrary ; this system is designed wholly for all ? 
and all its parts are designed for every one. GiqUt 
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templating all men as possessing human nature, 
and as sinners before God ; it adopts noiie of 
the distinctions which we have formed ; and 
knows nothing of the initiated and the unin- 
itiated. Therefore all want of explicitness and 
fullness, is decidedly uncongenial with the 
GospeL 

We use great plainness of speech, 

3. Becatise of the important relution "which the 
Gospel bears to the happiness of men. Our Lord 
thus strikingly asserts this fact: "This is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.** 
To suppose that the Gospel exists, only for the 
melioration and improvement of mankind j is to 
entertain an opinion, very inadequate to its 
genuine import and design. Its purpose is, 
not so much to repairi as to renew : not to 
advance but restore. It is something, for 
. which, the world is not merely the better : but 
which it is eternal death to want. This and this 
only is life eternal : for this alone communicates 
the knowledge of God and Christ. Without this, 
our ignorance, prejudices, and sins, will be our 
destruction : but a genuine faith in the Gospel, 
gives us a property in all things ; and opens to 
uts the gates of endless bliss. This faith, com- 



41 

mtmicates a new existence ; causes to expatiate 
in a refined and exalted sphere of enjoyment; 
and is a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life. According as men embrace or reject 
this blessed gift of God^ they have power to be- 
came his sons, or seal themselves Hhe children of 
wrath'. Without faith in the Gospel, the pomp, 
the pleasures, the wealth of the present worlds 
form but the gaudy and noisy procesion, \?hich 
attends the immolation of an Indian widow: 
to the believer, the poverty, the obscurity, the 
afflictions of this life,arebutthe discipline neces- 
sary to form and fnaiture the heir of glory. The 
Gospel is the only effectual refuge in trouble, 
guide in difficulty, and support in death j and as 
we afe placed where these trials perpetually 
occur, the well-being and happiness of men are 
deeply implicated in this great antidote of evil. 
So frequent is the recurrence of the Seasons in 
which we need its aid, that were it withdrawn 
but for a moment we should feel its absence. 
Its importance andvalue in this life, are inferior, 
only to its importance and value in the life that 
is to come. From these considerg^tions arises 
the great suitableness of the Gospel : thus it is 
brought home to our business and bosoms.-— 
Were all these things constantly before our 
eyes, could we give way to levity of manner ? 
Gould we jest at a funeral; or strive to entertain 



pUli jakes, a man vfho was Ht^ering his dying 
gfQans i Yet this would be equally sea§pn$bbl$ 
with th$ liidici?ous perfarndsmc!^ pf tbe pulpiU 
Or, while s^ many a?e periishing for Jack of 
knowledge; ^hall we withhold that which if 
^h to make them wise \m%a s^vation i Sh^U 
\t b^ said, that through qui b»ckwai:dneH3 and 
cifcisfiwity^ > 

^ The hungry, gheep look up and are not fed ?*• 

While ^ many of our fellow creatures are on the 
very verge of eternal destruction, are we capable 
<)f being colcj, inanimate* and careless, in 
warning them to flee from " the wrath to come ?'* 
Oh! what a painful spectacle is presented by 
the condition of niankind I What -an awful 
sfummary, " the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness !" You cannot be unmoved while you see 
so many of your fellow creatures ** dead in 
trespasses and sins j" destroying themselves by « 
that in which they are so infatuated as to place 
their happiness ; nourishing iai their bosoms the 
worm that shall never die i and feeding those 
flames which will never be quenched* Alas &>v 
men, who are sick of a mortal disease, and yet 
flatter themselves they are in perfect health : 
who, indulge the hofi^ of eventual salvation, 
while they are quickening their steps to eternal 
pi^rdition ! You are jiot left to unavailing C4»a^ 
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j^adsion ; yid ttre the miimters of hito, who haifi 
<« the nokxrdB of eternal life i^^ and you are authorir 
ised to preach the QMipel^ in which he declares^ 
*« him that e6ihetfa I will in no wise east out/* 
It h impossible you can speak too highly of the 
im^rcy of Ge^y ot df the grkce of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It fe yoar duty to itiiiKmnce, that th^ 
Saviour of men has pleasure in their applica- 
tions i that he who is mighty to deliver, delighte 
to exert his power? yon are to follow the faith 
of departed preachers, *« considering the en^ 
of th^r conversation : Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever/* • 

Knowing these things, will you conceal 
them ? Or will it satisfy you just to make men* 
tidn of them, regardless of the event ? By no 
means will this be the case if you love your 
fellow men. If your hearts ever yearn over the 
awful condition of sinners ; if tears ever flow 
ifrom your eyes because ihen keep nQt God*s 
law ; if one spark of Apostolic afifection for marn- ' 
kiud wairm your souls ; you wiH in the kindest 
and tendbrest accents exclaim, **behoM the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
dife world r' The man who possesses worldly 
riches, or horionrs^ or knowledge, may rejoice 
that but few are so distinguidied : but the 
christian cannot lose in self-eolagratulittidBa osi 



His own safety, his desire for the safety <^other9^ 
If possible, he rgoices the more in his own es- 
cape, when he finds that many are partakers of 
the same blessing ; and, if he be the instrun^pnt 
of their deliverance, his joy is full. You, I 
doubt not, feel much of this ; you will consider 
all your sacrifices and exertions overpaid, if 
you be but successful in turning sinners from 
the error of their ways. Knowing that " they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to right- 
eousness as the stars for ever and ever ;'* the 
very hope that you may be the means of intxo« 
ducing some of your fellow creatures to the 
Saviour here and to heaven hereafler, is your 
ample recompense. In proportion to the fervor 
with whiph you desire the eternal welfare of 
men, your affection will dictate to you, the use 
of *^ great plainness of speech.*' 

It is true the state of maokind at present, is 
very deplorable ; and must remain so, as long 
as they continue to disregard the Gospel: yet 
we use "great plainness of speech,** 

4. Became we are justified in entertaining the 
most sanguine hope^ of the eventual and complete 
success of the Gospel. We may suppose the 
Apostle to have included in the meaning of the 



tetm «< hdpei** the exktence^ and preral^ttee o£ 
tiiat feeling in our minds, concemin^ the suc« 
cesA of oar kboiurs. Ours in a hope not at 
ftU allied to distrust or uncertainty ; and differs 
ftam possession^ only by an interval of time. It 
snrpswses every characteristic of hope in the usual 
acceptation of the term, and has for its pecutiaf 
qtisdity, that it cannot be disappointed. Yotnr 
individual success, indeed, cannot be foreseen ;. 
but the combined and final effect, shall undoubt- 
efiy be great and glorious. This- *' good hope 
trough grace,'^ rests on various and most satis^ 
&ct6ry considerations. The Gospel is God's 
pfbvisi<Mi for the welfare of men j and theifefore 
canfiot fail. Were it the production of wisdom 
less than his, there might *be some defect Jn its? 
siutabieness J were there any deficiency of 
power; a ^perior 'ageii;cy, dr unmanagea^ble 
events, might counteract tbeend : but He is the 
Only Wise ; and no opposition cam be effectual, 
while ** the Lord God Ommpotent reigKnetihr/' 
Had the Lord designed to destroy the childrenr 
of men, he would not have shewn them theser 
things : and wliat can frustrate liss purposes of 
mercy? 

la whatever viev we regard the Gospel, we 
are constrained to recognise it, a» a system 
admirably adapted to its enfd. It proposes to^ 
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convett and to sanctify, disabedient and nnh^y 
men : and for these purposes, it has the best 
possible qualifications; It. is a treasury from 
ivhich preachers may draw all they need, ta 
gag^ possession of* the whole man. It is an 
armoury, well supplied with spiritual weapons,, 
formed for the destruction of the ignorance, 
bbduracy, infatuation, and enmity of the carnal 
mind^ It meets the impeinitent sinner, in evjery 
direction ; detectii and exposes him in every 
refuge of lies ; surprises him in his deepest pri- 
vacy 5 refutes his best concerted sophisms ; and 
assails him in bis darling enjoyments 5 so that 
until the impression is complete and saving y he 
riB ready to exclaim with the ungodly King of 
Israel, **ha;st thou found me, O mine enemy?'* 
Is he awakened j does- he grieve j is he alarmed ? 
The Gospel is at hand, with the overtures of 
mercy ; and the compassion of the Saviour. It 
dissipates all bis fears, with this assurance, 
" be of good cheer ; thy sins which are many 
are all forgiven thee.'* Are you desirous to 
possess the Understanding; to describe con- 
vincingly the folly and unfitness of evil 
practices; and to enforce on the groU.nd of 
wisdom and propriety, the duty of a return to 
God^ and a holy life ; seek your arguments in 
the GospeL There you will find examples of 
the closest and most cogent reasoning. 
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Would you address the Consciences of sinhergj 
effectually warn them to flee from the wrath to 
come ; impress upon them their accountableness 
tb God, and the awful judgement they have to 
undergo ? Search the scriptures^ and there you 
wilLiind the most alarming appeals. Not the 
thunders of Sinai ; the desc^ations which God 
hath made in the earth j nor the appearance of 
one from the dead; could exhibit* in more 
appalling colours, the abominable nature of sin, 
or the awful consequences of transgression $ th^n 
the warnings of the GospeL Seared indeed 
must that conscience be, which can resist aii* 
approach to the cross ; where the sinner con? 
templates God's well beloved son, bearing the- 
iniquities of men j and from which a voice pro- 
ceeds, ** if they do these things in a green tree ; 
what shall be done in the dry ?'* 

Would you resort to the Imagination ; and 
convert that powerful engine of Satan, into aa 
instrument of their salvation? Would yoU expel 
the unclean, to make room for the pure ; and' 
purging away all filthiness of the Spirit, reple* 
nish *Hhe phamber of imagery** with objects 
holy and beneficial ? Exhibit the lively pictures 
which the Gospel points. There, you have sin 
in all its deformity; and holiness in all its 
beauty. There, the excellent of the earth aire 
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divested of every thing that ob^curM tbfir 
superiority} And th^ wicked, though ^dorhed 
with gorgeous i^ppare! and *♦ fiiring-suntq^tuoii^ly . 
every day/' are marked out as ^ poor md wiiiser-. 
able, and blind and naked/' There, 19 bell, 
with all its horrors^ and heaven, with all iti» 
glory. In ad(^ting the r^resentatfon» of the 
Gospel, you cannot err } for they are aU lively, 
natural, and conducive to holinesi. 

m 

Are you desirous to touch the Heart, to move 
the alSeetionis, and melt the soul to tendeme^fs? 
The Gospel does all this, by a display of the 
greatest and most disinterested love* What c^n 
surpass; what can equal, the love of God in 
sending his son ; and the love of Christ, who 
gave himself for us ? What can move that heart 
which is unaffected by the condescension and 
grace, of him, " who his ownself, bare our sins 
in his owft body, on the tree ?" 

For your epcouragement, the Gospel con» 
tain3 numerous and infallible intimations of it* 
incessant progress, and final glory. It pos^- 
»esses an internal and efficacious principle of 
life and growth, lu advances hitherto, may 
have been compfiratiyely tardy j but it ha$ 
never stopped i and it shall proceed, till it per^ 
vade the whole earth. The grain of mustard* 
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s^^d,' though the l^nst of all seads, shall be- 
come n ipraat tr^^. The Httle kav^n though at. 
fir«t hiii^ .undits f^xm^aUtwn eHmost impercep* 
ijbhi ^^^^^ operate uutil the whole lump be 
leavened. The predictions which relate to the 
glorjr of the chm^^h shall all be accomplished, 
whffi her ^' sons shall come from far, and her 
daughters be nur§ed at her side." A3 it is 
written; *^the abundance of the sea shall be. 
converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee* Tlie multitude of camels 
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and 
Ephah ; all they from Sheba shall come ; they^ 
shall bring gold and incense; and they shall 
sh&w forth the praises of the Lprd.^ All the. 
flocte of Kedar shall be gathered together unto, 
thee, the rams of Neb^-ioth shall minister unto 
thee ; they shall come up with acceptance on 
mine altar, and I will glorify the house of my 
glory. Who are these ih^ fly as a cloufl, and 
as the doves to their windows ? The sons also 
of them that afflicted thee shall come bending 
unto thee ; and all they that despised thee shall 
bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet j. 
and they shall call thee, the city of the Lord^ 
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. I will make 
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of maiiy gene- 
rations. A little one shall become a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation : I the Lord 
wHl hasten it in his time.** 
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The Father hath chosen in Christ, an incakul- 
ahle multitude, from before the foundation of 
the world j he will accomplish the salvation of 
his elect. The Son, by the achievements of his 
mediation, hath redeemed unto God, out of all 
nations, so many as to satisfy the boundless 
benevolence of his heart : he shall not fail of his 
reward. The Spirit abides in the church, and 
operates where the Gofepel is preached: his 
energies shall not be occupied in vain. Assisted 
by his influences, the weakest instrument shall 
become strong: the hardest and most inac- 
cessible heart, shall yield to his demonstration 
and power. The Gospel under his agency is 
sharper than a two edged sword ; it is able to 
penetrate the mailed heart of the most obduti 
rate ; and to divide the unholy union of the 
most attached to sin. Had we occasion to 
despair of success, exertion would be folly; 
were there only probability, our efforts would 
be languid, and have many intermissions : but 
in our engagements success is assured ; there- 
fore we preach the Gospel with earnestness. 
*^ We run not as uncertainly ; we fight not as 
those that beat the air.*' ** Seeing then that 
we have such hope,*' let us " use great plain- 
ness of speech.'* 

FINIS. 
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" This academical Oration, by a learned Professor of the ttniversitjr 
df FraneSqucr, is intended briefly to show, that, for want of duly con- 
sidering the Mosaic System, in all its brandies, as adapted to the 
IsraelUish Theocracy ^ multitudes have greatly eited by reasoning from 
ordinances^ commands, prerogatives of the ancient Economy and the 
Jewiidi Church, to the lawfulness, propriety, and neces^y of similar 
parUcukiny udder the New Bispensation and the Christian Churd>. 

The rarious evUs to which Dr. Verschuir adverts, as either 
arising From thitf unhappy mistake, or as promoted by it, are. Confident 
claims of high authority, civil and religious, by ecclesiastics — ^Pomp 
and splendour in die modes and places of public worship— Numerous 
religious ceremonies — ^Various fasts — The Missatical sacrifice — Sacer- 
dotal vestments—Celibacy of Christian ministers — ^Lawfulness, in 
certain cases, of exterminating war— Persecution for the sake of di& 
ference in religion—- Civil effects of excommunication — ^And> the 
confounding of church and state; 

Such are the articles to which the Learned R'ofess<Mr directs his 
. reader's attention: articles, these, by which, under specious pretences, 
the worst of human passions hare been frequently gratified; the peace 
of society often disturbed ; the worship of God greatly corrupted; and 
the causeof Christ exceedingly disgraced. To see this ORAiroN well 
translated and piddished in our own language^ would, therefore, give 
me pleasure/' 

Booth's Essay on the Kingdom of Christ. 



THE CONVERSATIONS 

Erastm and Trophimm, 

am tH£ 
DOCTSINE 

OF 

BI&TINaVISMIN€h &MAGE. 
12ino, PlRicE Ss. 6d« 



** Wc au'e particiilariy. pliettsed wilb this book» because im 
(the Auidior) seem» more saber,, more seasonstbkv tefttpemte^ 
and chsKkat^ tkun siosl of Ms fellow labmncrs^ Tkeacf 
<^ Coovefsalioiid" afibfd aA eocodkBt exaaai|»ieof a eb«tt»«rtv9f 
iadocentiiy and liapp^f c^futucle^ We fili^w^ eaifskfef 
thitfvOfhiineasaTfilrjr felif e»p0«(to« and ait abledcfencerof the 
distlnguislnng teofttoof the Cakinistk sediott ^ tk& evaageHcal 
teachers. !» thw view agam it i8'^i«bkw^'<^JI^(?ias^i<:JI!€;!>^«' 

^^ The ingenuity dieplajed on one sade,.andtiie judgoient •A 
the other, with a good skare of oaAdoMi; on bothy reader th^esii 
Conversations highly interesting, and wof tby ouc warm recomr- 
mendation. A better book ea» hsrdly be pat into tke hands 
of yottog pers^ms who are seeking hi&rmatkm on this kit^^est** 
ing subject." — Evangelical MagaZiifH^ . 

•' If this little volume should do no more than introduce ijito . 
this controversy the temper which itself exhibits, the Author 
would deserve the thanks of all the friends of Christian chaarity; 
but it is v^ell calculated to soften asperhies^ inform the under** 
standing, and conviaoe the judgment, and even wkevoit: may 
not succeed in the latter respect^ to conciliate the adverse 
parties."-^£tf^M^ Magazim^ 



